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Pardon and Parole Board -
Law Enforcement Officers -
Pay and Allowances 

Payment of a subsistence 
allowance to probation and 
parole officers is mandatory, 
and may not be reduced or 
eliminated due to a budgetary 
deficit. 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

This is in response to your request for an opinion from 
this office of September 20, 1979, regarding subsistence and 
longevity payments to probation and parole officers. 

Your first question is whether payments of the subsis- 
tence allowance allotted to state law enforcement officers 
under Section 36-21-2, Code of Alabama 1975, and the longevity 
payments authorized under Section 36-21-3, Code of Alabama 1975, 
are mandatory or permissive. It is my opinion that such payments 
are mandatory. As you are aware, our office rendered an opinion 
on June 30, 1977, which stated that parole and probation officers 
employed by the State of Alabama are law enforcement officers 
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within the meaning of Section 15 of the 1976 Appropriation 
Act, and as such are entitled to subsistence payments of 
$5 per day. Because law enforcement officers are entitled 
to such payments, they are mandatory. 

Your second question is whether a state agency can 
eliminate or reduce such payments in order to reduce a 
projected budget deficit. It is my opinion that these 
payments may not be reduced'or eliminated. They are, in 
effect, a part of the probation or parole officer's 
compensation, and are therefore not subject to reduction. 
I know of no statute which allows the reduction of a state 
employee's compensation due to a budgetary deficit. 

I trust that I have answered your questions 
sufficiently. 

Sincerely yours, 

CHARLES A. GRADDICK 
Attorney General 
By- 

LINDA C. BRELAND 
Assistant Attorney General 
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